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_ ,—""" We see Jesus in the children of the Middle East who continue to suffer because

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Happy Christmas!
n Bethlehem, Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. He was born, not by the Q‘)@ ~—~ )
will of man, but by the gift of the love of God our Father, who "so loved
the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn 3:16).
This event is renewed today in the Church, a pilgrim in time. For the faith of
the Christian people relives in the Christmas liturgy the mystery of the God
who comes, who assumes our mortal human flesh, and who becomes lowly
and poor in order to save us. The first people to see the humble glory of the
Savior, after Mary and Joseph, were the shepherds of Bethlehem. They
recognized the sign proclaimed to them by the angels and adored the Child.
Before the mystery of the Word made flesh, Christians in every place confess
with the words of the Evangelist John: "We have beheld his glory, glory as of
the only-begotten Son from the Father, full of grace and truth" (Jn 1:14).
Today, as the winds of war are blowing in our world and an outdated model of
development continues to produce human, societal and environmental
decline, Christmas invites us to focus on the sign of the Child and to recognize
him in the faces of little children, especially those for whom, like Jesus, "there
isnoplaceintheinn" (Lk 2:7).
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of growing tensions between Israelis and Palestinians. On this festive day, let us ask the Lord for peace for Jerusalem

and for all the Holy Land. May the Lord also sustain the efforts of all those in the international community inspired by
- good will to help that afflicted land to find, despite grave obstacles the harmony, justice and security that it has long

N awaited.
')_‘ We see Jesus in the faces of Syrian children still marked by the war that, in these years, has caused such bloodshed in
. that country. May beloved Syria at last recover respect for the dignity of every person through a shared commitment
i :]. | to rebuild the fabric of society, without regard for ethnic and religious membership. We see Jesus in the children of
- Iraq, wounded and torn by the conflicts that country has experienced in the last 15 years, and in the children of
%" Yemen, where there is an ongoing conflict that has been largely forgotten, with serious humanitarian implications for
 its people, who suffer from hunger and the spread of diseases.

We see Jesus in the children of Africa, especially those who are suffering in South Sudan, Somalia, Burundi,

Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and Nigeria.
We see Jesus in the children worldwide wherever peace and security are threatened by the danger of tensions and new
conflicts. Let us pray that confrontation may be overcome on the Korean peninsula and that mutual trust may
increase in the interest of the world as a whole. To the Baby Jesus we entrust Venezuela that it may resume a serene
dialogue among the various elements of society for the benefit of all the beloved Venezuelan people. We see Jesus in
children who, together with their families, suffer from the violence of the conflict in Ukraine and its grave
humanitarian repercussions. We see Jesus in the children of unemployed parents who struggle to offer their children
a secure and peaceful future. And in those whose childhood has been robbed and who, from a very young age, have
been forced to work or to be enrolled as soldiers by unscrupulous mercenaries. We see Jesus in the many children
forced to leave their countries to travel alone in inhuman conditions and who become an easy target for human
traffickers. I see Jesus again in the children I met during my recent visit to Myanmar and Bangladesh, and it is my
hope that the international community will not cease to work to ensure that the dignity of the minority groups present
in the region is adequately protected. Jesus knows well the pain of not being welcomed and how hard it is not to have
aplaceto lay one’s head. May our hearts not be closed as they were in the homes of Bethlehem. The sign of Christmas
has also been revealed to us: "a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes" (Lk 2:12). Like the Virgin Mary and Saint
Joseph, like the shepherds of Bethlehem, may we welcome in the Baby Jesus the love of God made man for us. And
- may we commit ourselves, with the help of his grace, to making our world more human and more worthy for the

children of today and of the future.
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INTER-CULTURAL YOUTH COUNCIL ISLAMABAD

Inter-Cultural Youth Activities, Peace, Health &
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Peace award presented to Ms. Heidi |
by Fr Dr James Channan OP

In recognition of great interfaith harmony
and peace work of Ms. Heidi Rautionmaa
Peace award was presented to her by Fr Dr.
James Channan OP URI regional
Coordinator Pakistan. Ms Heidi accepted
this award with j joy and appreciation. This

award was given to her in the large
gathering of intellectuals, professors of
various universities in Finland and
diplomats and promoters of interfaith
harmony in Finland. The venue was
Methodist Head Quarters in Halsinki,
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Sister Sabina conveyed the message of well wishes of Monica Willard, Sally Mahey and Maria Crespo to women

Thinking About Women

Program was arranged by URI Women Wing Pakistan on the International Day of Elimination of Violence Against Women

Aprogram was arranged by URI
Women Wing Pakistan on the
International Day of Elimination of
Violence Against Women on 25 Nov,
2017 at 4 pm in Barkat Pura, A block,
Faisalabad. In this utterly poor area
most of the peoples earn their bread
on daily wages, and most of the
women work like laborers, going in
other rich People’s houses for
cleaning, washing and cooking. There
are many women who are mistreated
by their husbands and ill-treated by
the owners of the houses. The
program was started with interfaith
prayers; there were 35 Muslim and
Christian women.
The Chief Guest was Father George
Martin from Italy and Brother Marian
from Salvakia. Sister Sabina Rifat
introduced the work of women wing

~ in URI. The charter of URI was read

by 3 young women. Sister Sabina

_,-J! explained the purpose, goals and

= action area of URI to women. She also

{ ':!" | introduced activities of URI Women
—q wing Pakistan. She told about the
-+ Women Initiative and the

international women who are helping
the women in Pakistan by their
intellect, faith and resources. Sister
Sabina conveyed the message of well
wishes of Monica Willard, Sally
Mahey and Maria Crespo to women
.She also explained the purpose and
meaning of celebrating this day by
UNO. She told that the theme of
today’s program is to stop violence
against women and leave no one
behind.

— TOYIDTTTOTT
\ Leswe Jo One Pehind End Violence agaimts women
ant girls.

N RGANIZIDNY-UR] Women Wing Fikistan/women
Initiative and WAKE CC

G ELIMINATION OF VIOLE
= AGAINST WOMEN

25 November 2017

Lesve Az One Pehind End Viclence againts women

L ant girls

Mrs. Razia Rasheed, Mrs. Catherine
Dil Nawaz and Mrs Safia Sahed
shared about their life experiences
and their work. Mrs Sidra Adan and
Mrs Shamim Shakeel also shared
their stories.

It was very courageous of women to
share their painful stories in front of
everyone. Women sang the songs of
joy and peace. They were very happy
and sang together. It became like a
celebration for women to being
together and to know that there are
peoples in the world thinking about
them.

Father George Martin shared his rich
experience and wisdom with women.
He gave them practical and spiritual
methodology and tips to keep their
hopes high in time of suffering.
Marine was happy to be in this
program and he shared that the
women in his country also suffering

the same conditions. He said, “I am
very much impressed by the work that
URI women wing is doing for the
welfare of women in Pakistan with the
global URI and to see that it is
working so keenly for the interfaith
harmony and peace”.

Two young leaders of WAKE CC
Faran Joseph and Meeram Savio also
shared their life and work with the
women. Meeram Savio sang a peace
song in his melodious voice.

Mrs Snobar Saleem and Mrs Anam
sunny thanked sister Sabina for
arranging this program in this area on
their invitation, for women who are
living in very tough situation. They
said it was a great joyful occasion for
the women to be together to share
their life stories. It has given them a
new hope and great courage to carry
on difficult task with love, harmony
and peace. Everyone had delicious




EEEEES T TERT T .

e

! ACornmon Word’s (ACW) 10th

Nl i [% i 1
Asher Nazir participated as a panelist in a soul-scratching debate

T

The Role of Givil Society in Promoting Peace and Harmony

Ms. Asifa Sheikh, and Mr. Mohsin Hashmi, organized program
JNDATION

M r. Asher Nazir, Executive Secretary
URI Pakistan, participated as a
panelist in a soul-scratching debate on the
topic of “The Role of Civil Society in
Promoting Peace and Harmony.” Ms.
Asifa Sheikh, President of Amman Pukar
Foundation and Mr. Mohsin Hashmi,
Director of Amman Pukar Foundation,
organized this program on 18th December,
2017 at the Grand Palm Hotel in Lahore.
The respectable guests presented their
selected words to the audience and
enlightened them in a quick ransom that
had no parallel.

Thirty-five male and female participants in

~ all attended from different organizations,

institutions, and universities. Ms. Asmara
Daud, youth trainer for URI Pakistan, also
participated in this event.

Dr Fr James Channan pointed out that peaceful societies can
only be built on the foundation of a strong justice system

' A Common Word’s 10th Anniversary Celebration

Minister for Human Rights Mumtaz Ahmad Tarar was Chief Guest at the seminar

anniversary was held on
Wednesday in Islamabad Hotel
Civic Center on 8th of November,
2017 by Universal Interfaith Peace
Mission (UIPM) with coordination
of United Religions Initiative(URI)
MCC Islamabad. Minister for
Human Rights Mumtaz Ahmad
Tarar was the Chief Guest at the
seminar. Dr Fr. James Channan OP
Regional (Coordinator of URI
Pakistan), Allama Ehsan Sidiqui
(Chairman Human Rights

ﬂﬂ S 1 F

L} !’f}:

Commission Karachi), Tahir Bhatti,
Sadd ud din Usman (President,
Sudan Community in Pakistan), Pir
Azmat Ullah Sultan and members
of the civil society and minorities
groups attended the Seminar.

Dr. Fr James Channan pointed out
that peaceful societies can only be
built on the foundation of a strong
justice system and of concrete inter-

cultural and interreligious
dialogues. Dr. Chishti said that
dialogue among cultures and
civilizations is an inevitable
demand, as we are all different and
have different beliefs, religions and
cultures but our distinctive and
unique characteristics shouldn’t
prevent us from taking part in

=
SEMI

anbar Tor Mg
-

dialogue and resorting to
understanding. All the speakers at
the seminar stressed the need of
spreading the message of Common
Word movement for the greater
interest of humanity which has been
suffering due to a very complicated
political, economic and social
situation all over the worlds
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youth Camp was scheduled for 4

Days at Bahrain and Kalam Swat
from 24th to 27th November, 2017 with
the theme “Leaders Adventure Camp -
Learn, Live & Lead.” Leaders Adventure
Camp presented an extreme venture and
experiential learning journey for the
adventurous souls with leadership
potential and positive interaction
\| between youth of different beliefs from

";I all over Pakistan. The event proceedings

= workshops, discussions and team-
| building activities that enhance and

I ':!'?:I

included various developmental

= refine the youth leadership skills and
" thematic knowledge. MrZaydan Khan

(Motivational speaker from Karachi),
Miss Asmara Daud (Youth Trainer URI
Pakistan) and Miss Umm ul Baneen
,speaker from Multan, participated as
trainers for team activities & learning

The event proceedings included various developmental works

“Leaders Adventure Camp -Learn, Live & Lead”
Four Days Youth Camp in Bahrain, Kalam and Swat

Zaydan Khan, Miss Asmara Daud and Miss Umm ul Baneen participated as trainers for capacity building of youth

]
-

inspirational | &
interactive sessions _ .
for capacity building ;.2 ¥
of'youth.

The training
workshop was opened at 9:30 p.m. (City
Star Hotel Bahrain Swat) with a welcome
statement by Miss Sahar Khan. MPA Pk
85 Sayed Jaffar Shah, Mian Sharafat Ali,
Sayed Ali Shah, Prof Jehan Shir & Sayed
Ibrahim Shah gave the honor to join us for
cake cutting ceremony. On 25th of
November, Mr Zaydan Khan, A
motivational Speaker started his session
on leadership qualities through different
activities. Miss Asmara Daud lead the
participants for hiking that lasts for 2
hours. 26 November, Miss Asmara Daud
started her session with the introduction
of United Religions Initiative, its Mission
Vision and work, Introduction of regional

hops, discussions and team-building activities

staff and dedications of Fr James
Channan, OP, Regional Coordinator URI
Asia-Pakistan and Director Peace Center
Lahore to bring peace through Interfaith
Harmony. The session started on the topic
of communication skills. Miss Asmara
to communicate
effectively
w it h
superiors,
colleagues,
and staff is
essential,
| no matter
w h at
industry
you work
in. Being a
g oo d
listener is one of the best are ways to be a
good communicator. If you're not a good
listener, it's going to be hard to
comprehend what you're being asked to
do. She further explained it with short and
interesting activities. In the evening,
Cultureal night & shields certificates
distribution among trainers &
participants of leader adventure camp
took place. All the participants wore their
cultural dresses and enjoyed the Bar B Q
and cultural dances. Mr Farhad Shah
expressed his gratitude to all the
participants and trainers in his thank you
note of Leader Adventure Camp.

to increase the level of love, prosperity, and peace on Earth

PEACEMAKER AWARD 2017 by Global Prosperity and Peace Initiative

to Fr. James Channan and Mr.Asher Nazir
Khabir Azad Grand Imam Badshahi
Mosque Lahore Presented awards to

PEACE MAKER AWARD 2017 by
Global Prosperity and Peace Initiative.
Mr.Patras Dewan Director Global
Healing Pakistan announced to present
the Peace Maker Award, 2017 to Fr. James
Channan OP Regional Coordinator URI
Pakistan & Director Peace Center Lahore
and Mr.Asher Nazir, Executive Secretary,
URI Pakistan, for contributing to the
fulfilment of increase the level of love,
prosperity, and peace on Earth."
Mr.Patras Dewan and Maulana Abdul

Fr.James Channan OP and Mr. Asher
Nazir.




|

RI Women Wing arranged a

program for rural women in Chak
7, a village in District Faisalabad on 15
October, 2017 at 5 PM.

"= There were about 40 women, mostly
i |'} from the rural areas.Some of these

women work in fields and some other

j labour work. The program started with

~ interfaith prayers. There were Christian

and Muslim women. Mr Naeem Harry
and Mrs Mariam Neeam Harry
participated in the program as Chief
Guests. Mr Neeam harry is a Chaplain in
New Jersy Hospice while Mrs Mariam is
a Directress of Religious Institution of
the Diocese in New Jersy.

The theme and history of IRWD was
introduced and explained to the women.
According to one report of 2012, the
women in Pakistan are 87 millions and
63 millions belong to rural areas .over all
female literacy rate of rural areas is 35%.
The condition of women in rural area is
very bad. Mr Naeem Harry sung a song
in Urdu. The preamble of URI was read
and explained to the women . Mrs
Mariam the Chief Guest shared the rich
experience of living in USA. She told
the women that if we work with love and
with love of God, the work becomes
worship and very effective. She said that

¢ 2077 st 3 i o S |

Mrs Mariam read the message of Monica Willard and Sabina Rifat translated it in to Urdu

LRI Women Wing Arranged a Program for Rural Women

part

.

I know the situation of women is very
hard in Pakistan but your hard work and
tolerance will make it bearable and
fruitful for all. There was an open forum
and women shared their experiences
working in fields and in different hard
areas.

Mrs Mariam read the message of
Monica Willard and Sabina Rifat
translated it in Urdu for the women:
“Empowerment to of Rural Women and
Girls.”

For the women of Pakistan

You are gathered today with Sr Sabina
Rifat and honorable guests Marym and
Harry Naeem from the United States. It
is also an honor for me to send my love
and blessings to all of you as you
observe Rural Women's Day.

Your hard work and dedication to your
families and community are very much
appreciated, even in the work of the
United Nations. Next March at the
Commission on the Status of Women
there will be 2 weeks of meetings to
share the challenges and success stories
from rural women everywhere. The
2017 theme is “Empowerment of Rural
Women and Girls.”

I thank you for making the time to come
together to celebrate women's essential

icipated in the program as Chief Guests

contributions to rural life. You work
very hard. Everyone expects you to take
care of everything and to keep it running
smoothly. Many times your efforts are
just expected and you don't even get a
thank you. I want to say thank you to
each of you many times so that you will
know how appreciated you are in all that
you do! I also want to say thank you for
sharing this day with me. I will make
sure your stories of successes and
challenges get carried to the United
Nations.

Women were very thankful for this
message and were delighted to know
that they were united, thought about and
loved by global community and URI.

A festive meal was served to the women
on their great day.

Sr Sabina thanked all the participants
Mr and Mrs Harry Naeem She also
thanked the regional and global office.
She specially thanked the women
Initiative who is making it possible to
uplift and empower the women in
Pakistan.

Women prayed for the universal peace
and asked special blessing for URI and
UNO for their efforts of promoting
peace and women empowerment.




URI Pakistan and Peace Center Lahore organizd

Interfaith Christmas Celebration

2017

Mullana Abdual Khabir Azad was the Ch|equest Many honorable guests were aIso invited

URI Pakistan and Peace Center Lahore
organized Interfaith Christmas
Celebration 2017 by inviting all the
religious leaders from various faiths &
sects at Peace Center Lahore on 21st
December. His Excellency Archbishop
Sebastian Shaw chaired the program and
Mullana Abdual Khabir Azad Grand
Imam Badshahi Mosque was the Chief
guest. Many honorable guests also
invited. Allama Mohammad Zubair Abid
Chairman Peace and Harmony Network
Pakistan, Sohail Ahmad Raza Minhaj ul
Quran University, Dominican Vice
Provincial Fr. Pascal Paulus OP, Madam
Asifa, President Aman Pukar, Madam
Tehmina Rana peace activist & journalist,
Patras Dewan Director Global Healing
Pakistan. Dr. Fr. James Channan OP and
team hosted the whole program. All the
honorable guests were welcomed by the
small kids who performed a welcome
song. Fr. Shakeel OP read the holy verses
from The Bible and Dominican brother
Irfan OP prayed for the peaceful program.
Hafiz Nauman Hamid also prayed for the

1 program Success.

Fr. James Channan OP formally

‘= welcomed and thanked all the honourable
| ,qu" guests for their presence in the program.

Sr. Sabina Rifat Coordinator Women
Wing URI Pakistan invited His
Excellency Archbishop Sebastian Shaw to
give his precious remarks on splendid
celebration of Interfaith Christmas. He
said “I congratulate Fr. James Channan OP
and his team for the wonderful program
and I also wish you all a very blessed,
happy and joyful Christmas.All the
respected guests came together on stage to
cut the Christmas cake. Hafiz Nauman
Diractor World Council of Religions
wished all Christians and Muslims a very
blessed and peaceful Christmas and said

Holy Quran also gives us teaching of
humanity & not terrorism and anti-peace
activities. I openly say that terrorists are
not Muslims. I would like to request you
all to be united against the agenda of the
terrorists to fight back for the sake of
humanity. Maullana Abdul Khabir Azad,
Grand Imam, Badshahi Mosque shared his
precious words and wished all Christians a
very happy Christmas. Fr. James Channan
OP thanked all the honorable guests,
women and children for the beautiful
participation and the expressive
celebration of Christmas.

The International Center for Mission and Formation Pontifical Mission Union organized an international seminar

“Young Generation in Asia; Christians and Muslims in Dialogue"

Scholars and religious leaders were invited from Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, India, Paklstan Kazakhstan, Italy and the Vatican.

The International Center for Mission
and Formation (CIAM) and Pontifical
Mission Union organized an
international seminar on the theme of
"Young Generations in Asia; Christians
and Muslims in Dialogue". This seminar
was organized in the Vatican City from
11 to 15th of December, 2017.

Scholars and religious leaders were
invited from Indonesia, Malaysia,
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
Kazakhstan, Italy and the Vatican. Fr Dr.
Fabrizio Meroni, Director of CIAM and
Secretary General, Pontifical
Missionary Union was the host and chief
organizer, whereas, Mr. Emiliano
Stornelli, Chairman, Religion and
Security Council was the Project
Coordinator.

Fr James Channan was invited from

Pakistan to present a paper on the
situation of young generations in
Pakistan and the imperative role of
Peace Center and URI in promoting
interfaith harmony and peace. Youth are
the future and there is a grave need to
address their challenges and seck
possible solutions so that they can play
their full role to make this world
peaceful. The role of Catholic Church in

promoting interfaith harmony and
formation of young generations were
mentioned in a very special way. Diverse
situation of several Asian countries were
discussed in detail. It was very enriching
seminar.

Along with Fr James Channan OP
another URI member and Global Trustee
Dr. Nurul Islam,was invited from
Bangladesh to present a paper.
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